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Rev. Beth Wilterdink, Lead Pastor    Rev. Jan Fillmore, Associate Pastor 
 

Newsletter Editor: Rebecca Sulzer 

December 2022 Newsletter 

See where you can invite a friend 
or neighbor to join in our 

community of faith.  
 

 sat., deC. 10 @ 5—7 PM 
WoMen’s Ministry ornaMent 
exChange 
see Page 8 

 sat., deC. 17 
Men’s Ministry Breakfast 
see Page 8 

 sun., deC. 18 @ 2-5 PM 
ChristMas Caroling 
see Pages 7 

 tues., deC. 20 @ 6-7:30 PM 
Birthday Party for Jesus 
see Page 8 

 fri., deC. 24 
ChristMas eve serviCes 
see Page 2 

 sun., deC. 25 @ 10 aM 
one-serviCe sunday 

 Mon & tues., deC. 26 & 27 
ChurCh offiCe Closed 

 sun., Jan. 1 @ 10 aM 
one-serviCe sunday 

Our Mission: 
“To make and mature disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world…” 

Who We Are:  
Mayfield Church is a community 

of believers GROWING in faith, 

SHARING God's light and  

LOVING the world.  

ChurCh events disCovering the Beautiful MoMent 
in advent 
By Rev. Beth Wilterdink 
 

This Thanksgiving, our family traveled to Santa Fe, New Mexico, to spend the week 
with Jon's family. 
 

We went to the historic plaza several times.   
 

In the evening, as we stood there, we looked around at the surrounding buildings 
which had what looked like paper bags lining the edges. 
 

As the sun went down, these bags became illuminated- a southwest decoration for 
the Christmas season. 
 

Sunday, November 27, marked the beginning of Advent- our Christian season of 
preparation for Christ's coming into our world. 
 

For most of us, this season is overwhelmed with lovingly held family traditions and 
community festivities. 
 

For any of us, it is a challenge to solely focus on God's gift of light, love, and life 
coming into the world through Christ. 
 

Yet, this Advent, we will once again do our best to simplify and clear space in our 
lives and calendar for our celebration of Christ's arrival. 
 

John the Baptist cleared the way for Christ's coming- baptizing and preaching a 
message of repentance. 
 

As people who have been baptized, and saved through Christ, Timothy Keller's book 
“Hidden Christmas,” will lead us through finding the saving power of Jesus Christ 
coming into our world. This is a great season in the life of our faith community to 
reach out and invite a friend or family member to join you at church. There are 
postcards that you can pick up at the welcome desk and share with others to invite 
them into this season alongside you.  
 

This Advent and Christmas, let go of the surface meaning of Christmas and discover 
the beautiful message within.  

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great 
light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a 

light has dawned..." Isaiah 9:2 
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Mayfield Church 
7747 Mayfield Rd. 

Chesterland, OH 44026 
440-729-4006 

mayfieldchurch.org  Thanks again, Bill Groene, for sharing your lovely stained-glass 
Christmas scene this Advent season on our Altar table! 

The Design Team & Stickley Family decorated for Advent! 
Thank you to the congregation for adding prayer requests 

to help the Design Team create the chain links. 

PreParing for advent! 



“hands that serve” 

  

reverse advent Charity drive 
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By tiMothy keller  

Sunday Series: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

9:30 AM Modern 
11 AM Traditional 

 

ADVENT 2022  
MAYFIELD CHURCH BOOK STUDY 

  

Dec. 11 
Traditional Service Livestreamed 

The Fathers of Christmas (Chapter 3) 
Week 3 of Advent: Holy Communion 

Dec. 18 
Traditional Service Livestreamed 

Mary’s Faith (Chapter 5) 
Week 4 of Advent 

Dec. 25: Christmas Day 
10 AM: One Service Sunday 

Fellowship Hall (No Livestream) 
Christmas Revealed is Grace Divine 

(Chapter 8) 
Come dressed in your jammies and enjoy 

breakfast with your church family!  
The Rock and childcare are closed. 

Jan. 1: New Years Day 
10 AM: One Service Sunday 
Where is the King? (Chapter 4) 

The Rock is closed. 

Jan. 8: Christmas Epiphany 
A Sword in the Soul (Chapter 7) 

 

SEE PAGE 2 FOR  
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

ChristMas angels 
A huge THANK YOU! to all who participated 
in the Christmas Angels project this year. 
More than 50 envelopes were picked up by 
church members and friends, so we were 
able to provide many gifts to foster children 
and their families through Geauga County 
Job and Family Services as well as Rowland 
School students and their families and  
community members.  

reverse advent Wish list 
 
Instructions: Bring home this wish list 
and tote bag, available at the table 
outside the bookstore beginning 
Dec. 11, gather the items, and drop 
your full tote bag at the church from 
Christmas Eve through January 8. 
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our Partner sChools: 
roWland eleMentary 

Our Schools Ministry, benefitting Rowland Elementary 
School in South Euclid, is up and running once again. We are 
back inside the school! Yay God! 
 

This summer and fall, with your incredible help, we … 
 

… raised $1,000 for our free books program through 
our Holy Donut Day fund-raiser and raised $1,800 for 
food incentives/assembly through our Book Givea-
way fund-raiser, both in August. 
 

… collected school supplies and gently used sweat 
pants and new underwear for students and delivered 
those to the school in August. 
 
… assisted at the opening-of-school barbecue, 
providing popcorn, popping the popcorn and giving it 
out to students, families and staff. 

 
… provided bottled water and snacks for the 
“Fathers Walk Their Children to School” event in 
September. 
 
… returned to tutoring in the schools in October. 
We currently have three tutors – Ina Hardesty,  
Phyllis Wright and Pastor Jan – volunteering weekly 
or every other week. 
 
… donated $5,000 for a large-format printer to the 
school. This was a dream come true for the staff, 
which did not have a way to make posters or award 
certificates or anything very creative … and now 

they do, thanks to Mayfield members Frank (pictured below) 
and Joy Clason! The Clasons were able to visit the school in 
November, see the printer 
in action and also get a tour 
of the STEM classroom. 
Frank said: “I’d happily 
spend a day there, playing 
with the neat gadgets!” 
Thanks to Joy and Frank, 
and their willingness to 
think “outside the box” and 
make this tremendous gift 
possible.  
 

… hosted a Pie & Baked Goods Fellowship with 
Patterson’s pies and Phyllis Wright’s awesome 
muffins on Nov. 21. Thank you, Pattersons and Walt 
and Phyllis Wright! 

Coming Up … 
 

… In December we will buy gifts for Rowland students 
and families in need as part of Mayfield’s “Christmas 
Angels” program. See page 3 for more details. 

 

… In March, we plan to bring back the Spring Break 
Snack Bags for students at the school. The bags were 
discontinued in March 2020 when Covid closed the 

schools. Rowland’s administrators tell us the bags are im-
portant as a good number of students receive breakfast and 
lunch at the school. When students are off school for nine 
days during spring break, some will receive only one meal a 
day. The snacks help our students so they have enough to eat. 
We expect – with the rise in food costs – that the snacks will 
cost $6,000. You may donate by check or cash (indicate your 
donation is for the Spring Break Snack Bags) or through the 
online giving portal (please type in Spring Break Snack Bags).  

 

Thank YOU for the ways we are able to reach out in Christ’s 
love and encourage our staff, students and families! 

          -Rev. Jan 

A poster 
made with 
the new 
printer! 
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lifegrouPs 
Our study of the book “Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ” began with our message on Nov. 
27, the first Sunday of Advent.  
 

We have several groups studying the book (see below), but you can read and study it by yourself or with a friend. Books are 
available in the Bookstore ($9) and a free study guide with questions can be picked up at the Welcome Desk. Thanks go to 
“Faith and Food on Fincherie” LifeGroup member Gordon Gerber, who developed the questions in the study guide. 
 

In the Nov. 27 message, I spoke about “Hidden Christmas” author Timothy Keller and his battle with pancreatic cancer, and 
I invited our congregation to pray for Keller and his family. 
 

The day after, I received this email from his son, Michael, who, like his father, is a pastor: 
My father is doing well, thank you. He went through about two years of chemo treatment. Once that stopped working and 
the cancer continued to grow, we have now switched to an immunotherapy treatment. So far it’s working. Please continue 
to pray. We covet and deeply desire the prayers that have sustained our family and my father. We believe in the power of 
prayer, and God has been kind to us in so many ways through these past two years. Pray for stamina, for the continued reg-
ular scans, for healing, for peace in the midst of worry, for patience in all things. Thank you.  

 
our “hidden ChristMas” study grouPs: 
 

Seekers (Sunday morning; meets every week at 9:30 AM in Room B-29 at the church).   
Began study on Dec. 4. 
Facilitator: Joshua Kaye 
 

Faith and Food on Fincherie (meets monthly at 6:15 PM for potluck and discussion at the Parkers’ home). 
Beginning study on Dec. 11 (chapters 1, 2, 3). 
Facilitators: Chris and Lori Black 
 

Faith Builders (Monday morning, meets every week at 9:30 AM via Zoom). 
Began study on Nov. 28. 
Facilitator: Nancy Dickerson  
 

Wednesday Morning (meets every week at 10 AM in the conference room at the church). 
Beginning study on Dec. 7. 
Facilitator: Linda Smith 
 

Breckenridge Group (meets every week at 1:30 PM at Lyons Chapel at Nason Center at Breckenridge) 
Began study on Nov. 30. 
This group is limited to 15 pre-registered participants; see flyer on display board in main hallway. 
Facilitators: Karen Hansen and Rev. Beth Wrobel 
 

Wednesday Evening (meets every week at 7 PM via Zoom) 
Began study on Nov. 30. 
Facilitators: Kathy Rolla and Mardi Atkins 
 

Senior Disciples (meets every week at 4 PM in B-31) 
Began study on Dec. 1. 
Facilitator: Linnea Bubnow  
 

For information about these groups (and contact info for the facilitators), please get in touch with me. We also have groups 
studying different books or that are involved in fellowship or mission. Contact me for information at 440-729-4006, Ext. 
102, or jan@mayfieldchurch.org. 

-- Rev. Jan 
 

Who We Are:  
Mayfield Church is a community 

of believers GROWING in faith, 

SHARING God's light and  

LOVING the world.  

Our Mission: 
“To make and mature disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world…” 

mailto:jan@mayfieldchurch.org
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student Ministries 
Here’s What’s Happening! 
 
11 AM Sunday mornings: Big Group for announcements in B26 and break into high 
school and middle school for Small Group. We are currently using “Fathom: The 
Coming of Jesus” from Abingdon Press. This will be a little different in exciting 
ways. “The Bible was written for you not to you.” (No youth on Christmas Day). 
 
Youth Christmas Party on Sun., Dec. 11 @ 6—8:30 PM: Meet at the church and 
bring a $5 or less White Elephant gift to exchange (optional) and other fun things.  
Contact Denny for more details. 
 
Christmas Caroling on Sun., Dec. 18 @ 1:30—4 PM: Sing with members of the 
church to our shut-ins. A highlight of the season! 
 
No Youth on Christmas Day or New Years Day 
 
Youth Fellowship on Sun., Jan. 8 @ 12—1:30 PM Suggested donation of $1 for 
lunch. 
 

District Youth Lock-In  

Fri., Dec. 30 @ 7 PM until Sat., Dec. 31 @ 7 AM  

Chardon UMC 

Sign up in Band or on SignUp Genius 

young adult Ministries: nextgen 
Hey, college students and 20-somethings … we want to see you! 

We’ll be hosting a holiday luncheon just for you on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 11 AM in B29-
30. Come to worship at 9:30 and then come munch on sandwiches, chips and cookies 
and catch up with your friends. (We’ll have vegetarian and gluten-free menu options 
available, too.) 

You’ll meet Ethan, Abby and Margie Teare, who will be helping me with group activities 
this summer. Those of you who graduated from West G know “Mr. Teare,” who is a 
math teacher there. Abby works in nonprofit fund-raising. And Margie is their 1½ -year-
old daughter whose smile lights up a room! 

We’ll talk about summer plans and what you would like to do. 

We’ll also have representatives from our 2023 mission trips – Zimbabwe (late May) and 
Guatemala (July) – available to speak about the trips and how you can take part. (For 
those interested in going to Zimbabwe and working at the Emsizini Secondary School, 
we have money to help defray the cost. I and others who have traveled to Africa can 
tell you … it is a trip of a lifetime!) 

Rev. Beth will join us after the 11 AM service. 

Looking forward to seeing YOU!                                        -- Rev. Jan  

Youth visit Kent State University 

Our Guatemala (top) and  

Zimbabwe trips 
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MusiC Ministry 
ChristMas Caroling for shut-ins 

 

We will be caroling to our church family shut-ins on  
Sunday, Dec. 18 from 2 to 5 PM. Please meet in Fellowship 
Hall to carpool to the various homes and nursing homes 
where our shut-ins live. Spreading Christmas cheer to 
these wonderful people is one of the best and most  
important parts of our Christmas celebrations! Please plan 
to come with your family and friends! Contact Carol Neff 
with any questions at 216-970-5654 or  
Carol8861@aol.com. 
 
sing With the Choir for ChristMas 
 

Please consider joining our marvelous Chancel Choir for 
the Christmas season! We rehearse on Thursday evenings 
at 7:30, and then meet on Sunday mornings at 10 to sing 
at the 11 AM worship service. Singing with the choir is a 
wonderful way to share your faith and inspire our church 
family! Contact Joel Logan at joel@mayfieldchurch.org for 
information. 
  
 

Bookstore  
 
holiday Boutique 
 

The Bookstore is collecting your gently used or new or-
naments, or small decorations. Please leave them in the 
gray bin at the main entrance. The holiday items will be 
on sale in the Bookstore EACH SUNDAY through  
December. Proceeds will go to Mayfield mission  
projects. 
  

Questions? Contact Sue Bocian at 216-401-9656 or 
swbocian@sbcglobal.net  

rev. don CuMMings’ neW Book 
 

Rev. Don has sent 20 copies of 
his new book, “Six Psalms for 
Living a Blessed Life,” and they 
are now available at the church 
bookstore. Price is $10 and all 
proceeds will go toward the 
Cummings Scholarship Fund. If 
you have any questions, please 
stop in the store on Sunday 
morning and talk to Linda 
Smith.  

mailto:Carol8861@aol.com
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M.u.M.s. sPeCial needs Ministry 
Birthday Party for  

Jesus 
Tuesday, Dec. 20 

6 - 7:30 PM 
Mayfield Church 

 
 

Please RSVP to Sandy Pavick at 440-429-5029.  
 

 

WoMen’s Ministry 

Men’s Ministry 

ornaMent exChange Party 
Saturday, Dec. 10 

5—7 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Please bring a side dish or a dessert to share for 10  

people, along with a wrapped ornament.  
 

Please RSVP to Jennifer Kaye at jenn81884@gmail.com. 

Men’s Breakfast  
Saturday, Dec. 17 

10 AM—Noon 
Fellowship Hall   

 
All men are invited to join this morning of breakfast,  

conversation and prayer.  
 

Please email Jon Wilterdink at jwilterdink@gmail.coma or 
call him at 440-321-5521 to RSVP or for more information. 

god’s Caring CoMMunity 

Thursday, Dec. 8 
10:30 AM - 1 PM 

 

Join our gathering in December for Christ-
mas cheer as we watch the Heartland Preschool perform their 
Christmas program. We welcome all retirees to join us, both 
church members and friends in the community. Cost is $6 for 
lunch, including sandwiches, chips, Jell-O salad and dessert. 

 

Any questions or to RSVP, please contact Wil  
Steigerwald at 440-564-7698. 

s.a.M.i. singles Ministry 
lunCh at ho Wah 

Wednesday, Dec. 28 @ 1 PM 
2101 Richmond Rd (at LaPlace) 

 
Join our 50s + Singles Ministry for a 

bite to eat!  
 
 

Please RSVP to Sally Matthews at 
sylsal703@gmail.com. 

garden Ministry 
We love when the Worship Center is filled 
with beautiful poinsettias for Christmas! 
 
If you would like to purchase Christmas 
plants for the church, your home, or as a 
gift, orders are due by Dec. 11. Additionally, 
the Garden Ministry will have a table available in Fellowship 
Hall to purchase plants and poinsettias on Sundays, Dec. 4 & 
11. 
  

You may pick up your Worship Center poinsettia after the 11 
PM service on Christmas Eve or Sunday, Dec. 25. 
  

If you have any questions, please contact Linnea Bubnow at 
440-729-2424 or linneabubnow@hotmail.com. 

We are so thankful for the work of Cyndi  
Nicholson and Mary Oklander at Mayfield 
Church! If you would like to honor them, cards 
and contributions for a Love Offering will be  
accepted during this month in the church office. 

mailto:linneabubnow@hotmail.com
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 BiBle MeMory verse of 
the Month:  

 

“I am bringing you 
good news of great 

joy.” 
 

Luke 2:10 

heartland ChildCare 

haPPy Birthday, stePhen Ministry! 
 

Although Mayfield Church had a Stephen Ministry program many years ago, it had waned. A decade ago, re-
cently trained Stephen Leaders Vic Matthews, Kathleen Vernon, and Mardi Atkins along with previously 
trained leaders Joyce Gordon and Bob Olbrysh, trained a new group of Stephen Ministers who were commissioned by Mayfield 
Church in 2012. This wonderful program has continued to this day and is ready to help people in our church as well as people in 
the community.   
 

As we’ve learned through our recent study of Philippians, Paul found “Joy in Adversity” and Stephen Ministers seek to help our 
care receivers do the same. Whatever his circumstances, Paul learned to be content. Believers can have profound contentment, 
serenity, and peace no matter what happens. We can have joy even in times of hardship. Joy does not come from outward  
circumstances but from inward strength. Our Stephen Ministers consider themselves caregivers and honor God as the cure  
giver. Through our 1:1, confidential conversations with our care receivers, we look forward to continued opportunities to help 
them move through difficult times and find their joy in life. 
 

If you or someone you know would like more information about the Stephen Ministry program, contact Mardi Atkins at  
216-346-1273 or 4894atkins@gmail.com. 

stePhen Ministry 

finanCe Ministry  
If you are over 70.5 years of age and have an IRA, you can take distributions from your IRA, including your Required Minimum 
Distribution, and have the money sent directly from your IRA trustee to the church and you won’t pay any tax on that distribu-
tion. On the other hand, if you can still itemize your deductions, you don’t get a deduction for that contribution. 

If you have a security (stock or mutual fund) that has appreciated in value and you are considering selling it, you can donate 
the security directly from your brokerage account to the church. You get a tax deduction for the full market value of the dona-
tion, the institution gets the full amount of the funds, and no one pays any income taxes on that donation. It is best to check 
with your financial advisor on their procedures. Please be warned that if you receive the check and then give the check to the 
church, you will still have to pay the Capital Gains tax. For more information, please contact Darlene Janke at  
darlene@mayfieldchurch.org. 

Heartland staff and students are having a great time spending the entire month celebrating the 
birth of our Lord and Savior. We are also so excited to host our annual Christmas Program IN-
PERSON for families on the evening of Tuesday, December 13, in the Worship Center with an 
Open House to follow. We will also have a dress rehearsal performance for God’s Caring 
Community on Thursday, December 8 at 10:30 AM. Please feel free to join us on Thursday; we 
would love to have you! The children and teachers have been working very hard to make this 
the best production ever!  
 
A big thank you to the Mayfield Church family for allowing Heartland to continue to spread the 
good news of great joy to the Chesterland community and beyond. Merry Christmas! 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Heartland Office at 440-729-
4006 ext. 116 or email heartland@mayfieldchurch.org.   
 
    -Patty Wenzel, Director 

mailto:4894atkins@gmail.com
mailto:heartland@mayfieldchurch.org
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here is What’s Been haPPening! 
The Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland 
Thank you to members who helped with decorations at Nehemiah! Afterwards, they enjoyed dinner served by members of 
the Nehemiah Community. 

Trials for Hope 
Jonathan from Trials for Hope thanks everyone from Mayfield Church for their donations during their November Fundraiser. 
They met the goal for a new fridge at their food pantry! Check out their website, trials4hope.org, for more information on 
how this organization serves the homeless in Cleveland. 
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our deePest syMPathies 
...to the family and friends of Robert (Bob) Petche, who passed away on Nov. 3. A Celebration of Life service was held 
November 8 in Chesterland.  
… to Maureen Wenger and family, on the recent death of her father in Omaha, Nebraska.  

New Baby 
Congratulations to Kimberly and Alex on their new baby, 
Luca, born on Nov. 7! 

Advent is Here 
Choir Director Joel Logan blows the Shofar on Sunday, Nov. 27. Members Joy Clason and Donna Kubik light the Advent  
Candles on Dec. 4. 

Annual Patterson Pie Fellowship 
Thank you, Patterson Family, for providing delicious pies on 
Sunday, Nov. 27, before and after service! 

Guest Preacher Rev. Dawan Buie 
We are thankful for Rev. Beth’s 
good friend, Rev. Dawan Buie, 
who preached for us on Sunday, 
Dec. 4, while she was recovering 
from an illness. Rev. Buie is the 
associate pastor at Medina Unit-
ed Methodist Church. If you 
missed the service, check it out 
on our YouTube channel! 

Baptism of Rilo Galiardi 
Blessings to 
Rilo Jean 
Galiardi, 
daughter of 
Jonathan and 
Jamie Galiardi, 
on her  
baptism, on 
Sun., Dec. 4. 
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Cyndi Nicholson 
Coordinator of Care and Prayer Ministries 

cyndi@mayfieldchurch.org 
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Childcare/Nursery Coordinator 
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Director of Student Ministries 
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Ways to Give 
In-Person 

Contributions may be placed in the 
baskets near the exits after the 9:30 
and 11 AM services.  

Mail       
Mayfield Church 
7747 Mayfield Rd. 
Chesterland, OH 44026  

Mobile 

 

Electric Fund Transfer 

For more information, please contact 
Darlene Janke at 440-729-4006 x104 
or darlene@mayfieldchurch.org 

Online                           

mayfieldchurch.org → Give 

 

Mayfield staff CoMMittees/Ministries 
PSPR Mtg.   Tues., Dec. 13 @ 7 PM, offsite 
Stephen Leaders Mtg.  Mon., Dec. 12 @ 10 AM 
Finance Zoom Mtg.  Wed., Dec. 28 @ 6:30 PM 
God’s Caring Community Thurs., Dec. 8 @ 10:30 AM 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  Thurs., Dec. 8 @ 2 PM 
Mission Outreach Council Mtg. Mon., Dec. 12 @ 7 PM  
Worship Team Planning Mtg. Sun., Dec. 18 @ 12:15 PM 
M.U.M.S.   Tues., Dec. 20 @ 6 PM 
S.A.M.I.    Wed., Dec. 28 @ 1 PM 
Trustees Zoom Mtg.  Wed., Dec. 14 @ 7 PM 
Executive Team Mtg.  Tues., Dec. 27 @ 7 PM 
 

CoMMunity outreaCh 

Red Cross Blood Drive  Wed., Dec. 29 @ 2 - 7 PM 
Girl Scouts   Tues., Dec. 21@ 6 PM 
Cub Scouts   Wed., Dec. 14 @ 7 PM 
 

lifegrouPs 
Adults    see page 5 
Middle/High School  see page 6 
Young Adult   see page 6   
 

MusiC 
9:30 Band Rehearsal  Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
Hand Bell Rehearsal Thursdays @ 6:15 PM 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal Thursdays @ 7:30 PM 
 

  

iMPortant dates 

Church Cancellation Notices 
  

It’s that time of year in NEO when we never know when weather 
conditions may warrant cancellations. If you are in doubt, there are 
several ways to find out if your activity will go on as scheduled if 
the church office is closed. 
  

If West Geauga Schools are closed due to inclement weather, we 
are also closed. Please check our phone message or website. 


